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it. Properly speaking, they assert, Secularism is not irreligious,
but untheological; yet, as it entirely excludes from the sphere
of human duty what most people regard as religion, it must
explain and justify itself.

Secularism rejects theology as a guide and authority in the
affairs of this life, because its pretensions are not warranted by
its evidence. Natural Theologj^ to use a common but half para-
doxical phrase, never has been nor can be aught but a body of
speculation, admirable enough in its way, perhaps, but quite
irreducible to the level of experience. Indeed, one's strongest
impression in reading treatises on that branch of metaphysics is,
that they are not so much proofs as excuses of faith, and would
never have been written if the ideas sought to be verified had not
already been enounced in Revelation. As for Revealed Religion,
it is based upon miracles, and these to the scientific mind are
altogether inadmissible, being trebly discredited. In the first
place, they are at variance with the general fact of order in
nature, the largest vessel or conception into which all our ex-
periences flow ; adverse to the law of Universal Causation which
underlies all scientific theories, and guides all scientific research.
Next, the natural history of miracles shows us how they arise,
and makes us view them as phenomena of superstition, manifesting
a certain coherence and order because the human imagination
which gave birth ft> thexfi is subject to laws, however baffling and
subtle. All miracles had their origin from one and the same
natural source. The belief in their occurrence invariably charac-
terizes certain stages of mental development, and gradually fades
away as these are left farther and farther behind. They are not
historical but psychological phenomena, not actual but merely
mental, not proojs but results of faith. The miracles of Chris-
tianity are no exception to this rule; they stand in the same
category as all others. " As Mr. Arnold aptly observes: " The
time lias come when the minds of men no longer put as a matter
of course the Bible miracles in a class by themselves. Now,
from the moment this time commences, from the moment that
the comparative history of all miracles is a conception entertained,
and a study admitted, the conclusion is certain, the reign of the
Bible miracles is doomed." Lastly, miracles are discredited for
the reason insisted on by Mr. Greg, namely, that if we admit
them, they prove nothing but the fact of their occurrence. If
God is our Author, He has endowed us with reason, and to the bar
of that reason the utterances of the most astounding miracle-
workers must ultimately come; if condemned there, the miracles
will afford them no aid; if approved there, the miracles will be
to them useless*